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Why Populism? 

It is a commonplace to observe that we have been living through an 
extraordinary pan-European and trans-Atlanticpopulist moment.  But do 
the heterogeneous phenomena lumped under the rubric “populist” in fact 
belong together?   Or is “populism” just a journalistic cliché and political 
epithet?  I defend the use of “populism” as an analytic category and the 
characterization of the present as a “populist moment,” and I develop an 
account of populism as a discursive and stylistic repertoire.  I also sketch a 
multi-layered explanation for the clustering in time and space that 
constitutes the populist moment. 

Thursday, 29 November at 6 p.m. 
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Rogers Brubaker is Professor of Sociology at the University 

of California, Los Angeles, where he holds the UCLA 

Foundation Chair.  He has written widely on social theory, 

immigration, citizenship, nationalism, ethnicity, and religion. 

His recent books include Ethnicity without Groups (Harvard, 

2004), Nationalist Politics and Everyday Ethnicity in a 

Transylvanian Town (Princeton, 2006), Grounds for 

Difference (Harvard, 2015), and Trans: Gender, Race, and the Micropolitics of 

Identity (Princeton, 2016).   

  


