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RELI 6002 CEU University-Wide Doctoral Seminar: Reason, Unreason and Nature in Religion

Instructor: Aziz Al-Azmeh (Department of History and Center for Religious Studies)

Host Department: Center for Religious Studies
Cross listed: History, Philosophy, Sociology, Cognitive Sciences

Credits: 2 credits

Status: Elective; Mandatory for PhD Advanced Certificate in Religious Studies

Term: Winter 2017

Dates: January 9 – March 31, 2017
Times:  Thursdays, 15:30-17:10

Location: 12 January: N15, 012; all other dates: Nador 11, 004


Requirements
Open to doctoral students from across the university, for grade or audit; compulsory for PhD students registered for the CEU Advanced Certificate in Religious Studies. MA students may take this course with special permission from the instructors for grade or audit.  

Format

This seminar features external and internal speakers undertaking current research on issues relevant to one or more of the themes arising from the topic of the seminar and cross-disciplinary in outlook. Each session will consist of a 45-minute talk followed by a discussion, in which students are expected to participate actively. Each session will be accompanied by a short bibliography provided in advance by the speaker. It contains readings related to the theme treated and scholarship on the theme, which all participants are expected to prepare for beforehand. In addition, there is a general bibliography to which participants are advised to pay attention before the seminar begins and throughout its proceedings. 
Assessment 

Students taking this course for credit will be assessed on the basis of a submission featuring the design of a research proposal on a specific topic arising from at least one of the seminar sessions and agreed with the instructors at an early stage of the seminar. This proposal is intended to demonstrate the capacity to design research, elaborate a research question, and construct a research object, with reference to relevant scholarship. It is also intended to demonstrate the student’s continuous engagement, attentiveness and alertness as a seminar participant. Attendance to all sessions is mandatory. Absentees will be expected to request permission and to provide make-up material for each session missed.

Learning outcomes
Guided by the presentations made and readings assigned, students are expected to emerge from this seminar with a concrete idea of how a specific set of analytical research problems and empirical phenomena pertaining to the themes of religion, reason and nature might be approached from a multiplicity of disciplinary angles. Those angles covered by the seminar pertain to philosophy, social sciences, cognitive science and history. These outcomes will be reflected in the criteria used for assessing the students’ end-of-course submission as sketched above.
Course Schedule

Session 1/Thursday, 9 January 2017
Professor Aziz Al-Azmeh 
Introduction 

· Readings on themes arising from the general bibliography
Session 2/ Thursday, 19 January 2017
Steven Lukes (New York University)
The Sacred and the Rational: The Case of Secular Religion
· Antonen, V. ‘Sacred’ in W. Braun and R. T. McCutcheon (eds.), Guide to the Study of Religion. London: Cassell, 2000.

· Bellah, Robert. ‘Civil Religion in America’ Daedalus vol. 117, no. 3. Summer 1988, pp. 93-118.

· Durkheim, Emile. ‘Individualism and the Intellectuals’ (1898) translated and reprinted in Robert Bellah (ed.), On Morality and Society. Chicago: Chicago University Press, 1973.

· Laidlaw, James. ‘A Well-disposed Social Anthropologist’s Problems with the “Cognitive Science of Religion”’ in Harvey Whitehouse and James Laidlaw (eds.). Religion, Anthropology and Cognitive Science. Durham, North Carolina: Carolina Academic Press, 2007.

· Lukes, Steven. 'Is Durkheim’s understanding of religion compatible with believing?' Religion vol. 42, no.1, pp. 41-52 (January 2012).
· Pyysiäinen, Illka. How Religion Works: Towards a New Cognitive Science of Religion Leiden: Brill, 2001, chapter 4.

· Rousseau, Jean-Jacques. The Social Contract. Dent, 1973. Chapter VIII.

Session 3/ Thursday, 26 January 2017
Maurice Bloch (London School of Economics)
Why religion did not exist for 95% of human history
· Bloch, Maurice. From Blessing to Violence: History and ideology in the circumcision ritual of the Merina of Madagascar. Cambridge University Press, 1986. 
· Bloch, Maurice. Prey into Hunter: the politics of religious experience.  Cambridge University Press, 1992.
· Bloch, Maurice.  “Ritual and Deference”, in Essays in Cultural Transmission, Ed. M. Bloch. BERG, July 2005. Chapter 8.
· Bloch, Maurice.  “Why religion is nothing special but is central” in Royal Society Publishing, June 2008. Available in open access on the web at:

http://rstb.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/363/1499/2055
· Bloch, Maurice. “Imagination from the inside and the outside,” in Current Anthropology, June 2016, v. 57 no. s13. Pgs. 80-87. Available online at: http://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/full/10.1086/685496
 
Session 4/Thursday, 2 February 2017
Student presentations 

· Readings on themes arising from the general bibliography
Session 5 /Thursday, 9 February 2017
Matthias Riedl (CEU)

Reason, Nature, Law, and the Quest for Happiness: Philosophical and Theological Debates at the University of Paris, 1268-1327

Assigned Reading
· Aquinas, Thomas. On the Unity of the Intellect against the Averroists (De unitate intellectus contra Averroistas). Latin text (Leonine edition), trans. Ralph McInerny. Purdue University Press, 1993.  Chapter 3.
· Boethius of Dacia, On the Supreme Good (De summo bono sive de vita philosophi), trans. J. F. Wippel. Toronto, 1987.  pp. 27-35.
· “Condemnation of 1277”, in Stanford Encyclopaedia of Philosophy, rev. 2013.
· Marsilius of Padua, The Defender of Peace. Trans. Anabel Brett. Cambridge University Press, 2006.  I,1-4, 11; II,20; III, 3. 
Recommended Reading

· Grant, E. The Foundations of Modern Science in the Middle Ages. Their Religious, Institutional and Intellectual Contexts. Cambridge, 1996. Chapter 5. (The reception and impact of Aristotelian Learning). 
· Le Goff, J. Intellectuals in the Middle Ages. Oxford, 1993. pp. 65-118.
· Strauss, Leo, "Marsilius of Padua," in History of Political Philosophy," ed. Leo Strauss and Joseph Cropsey, Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1987, pp. 276-295.
Session 6/ Thursday, 16 February 2017
Frédéric Keck (CNRS, Paris)

Humans are Birds:  A logical enigma and its anthropological solutions

· Keck, Frédéric. “The Virtual, the Symbolic and the Actual in Bergsonian Philosophy and Durkheimian Sociology”, in MLN, vol. 120, n°5, (2005). pp 1,133-1,145. 
· Keck, Frédéric Lucien Lévy-Bruhl, entre philosophie et anthropologie. Contradiction et participation. Paris Editions du CNRS, 2008.
· Keck, Frédéric. “Mentale Kausalität und Wahrnehmung des Unsichtbaren : Zum Begriff der Partizipation bei Emile Durkheim und Lucien Lévy-Bruhl “, in T. Bogusz et H. Delitz (dir.), Emile Durkheim. Soziologie, Ethnologie, Philosophie. Francfort-sur-le-Main Campus, 2013. pp. 237-264.
· Lévi-Strauss, Claude. We are all cannibals. New York: Columbia University Press, 2016.
Session 7 / Thursday, 23 February 2017  

Paul Russell (U. of British Columbia)

Hume's Sensible Atheism

Assigned Reading

· Hume, David. The Natural History of Religion. London; Adam and Charles Black, 1956.  
· Kitcher, Philip, Life After Faith: the case for secular humanism. Yale University Press, 2015. 
Recommended Reading

· Spinoza, Baruch. Tractatus Theologico-Politicus. Ed. Jonathan Israel, trans. Michael Silverthorne. Cambridge University Press, 2007.
· Hume, David. “Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion,” in Principal writings on religion including Dialogues concerning natural religion. Ed. JCA Gaskin. Oxford University Press, 1998.
Session 8/ Thursday, 2 March 2017

Herman Philipse (Utrecht University) 
Religious Belief in an Age of Science: A Decision Tree for the Faithful

Assigned Reading

· Gould, Stephen Jay. "Nonoverlapping Magisteria," Natural History 106 (March 1997): pp. 16-22.
· Philipse, Herman. Introduction. God in the Age of Science? A Critique of Religious Reason. Oxford University Press, 2012. 

Recommended Reading

· Dennett, Dan. Breaking the Spell. Penguin, 2006. 
· James, William. ‘The will to believe’. The will to Believe and Other Essays. London: Longmans, 1896.
· Kings, 18:20-46 Elijah at Mount Carmel [Bible]. 
·  “Modernizing the Case for God”, Time Magazine, 7 April 1980, (pp. 65-6). Editorial.

· Moser, Paul. The Evidence for God. Cambridge University Press, 2010.
· Phillips, Dewi Z. Wittgenstein and Religion. Macmillan, 1993.
· Plantinga, Alvin. Warranted Christian Belief. Oxford University Press, 2000. p. viii. 
· Religious Experience Research Centre, Wikipedia entry: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religious_Experience_Research_Centre 

· Swinburne, Richard. The Coherence of Theism. Clarendon Press, 1993. Chapter 11.
· Swinburne, Richard. The Existence of God. Second Edition, Oxford University Press, 2004.


Session 9 / Thursday, 9 March 2017   

Student presentations 

· Readings on themes arising from the general bibliography
Session 10/ Thursday, 16 March 2017   
Dean Zimmerman (Rutgers)

God and the Cognitive Science of Religion
· Barrett, Justin L. “Cognitive Science of Religion:  What Is it and Why Is it?”, in Religion Compass (2007), Vol. 1, Issue 6, pp. 768-86.

· Murray, Michael "Scientific Explanations of Religion and the Justification of Religious Belief”, in eds. Jeffrey Schloss and Michael Murray, The Believing Primate. Oxford University Press, 2009. pp. 168–78.

· Zimmerman, Dean and Mark Baker, “On Perceiving God:  Prospects for a Cognitive Science of Religious Experience”, in Metaphysics and Cognitive Science, eds. Brian McLaughlin and Alvin Goldman. Oxford University Press, forthcoming.
Session 11 / Thursday, 23 March 2017   

Student presentations 

· Readings on themes arising from the general bibliography
Session 12 / Thursday, 30 March 2017
Helen De Cruz (VU University, Amsterdam)

The Attitude of Philosophers to Afterlife Beliefs
· Astuti, R. and Harris, P.L. “Understanding mortality and the life of the ancestors in rural Madagascar.” in Cognitive Science, (2008), v. 32, pp 713–740.
· Bering, J. M. “Intuitive conceptions of dead agents’ minds: The natural foundations of afterlife beliefs as phenomenological boundary”, in Journal of Cognition and Culture (2002), v. 2, pp 263-308.
· De Cruz, H. “Cognitive science of religion and the study of theological concepts.” in Topoi. An International Review of Philosophy (2014), v. 33, pp 487–497.

· Hodge, K.M. “On imagining the afterlife”, in Journal of Cognition and Culture (2011), 11, pp 367–389.
· Schwitzgebel, E., & Cushman, F. “Philosophers’ biased judgments persist despite training, expertise and reflection.” Cognition (2015), 141, pp 127-137.
· van Inwagen, P. “The possibility of resurrection”, in International Journal for Philosophy of Religion (1978), 9, pp 114-121. [See also The possibility of resurrection and other essays in Christian apologetics. Ed. Peter van Inwagen, Boulder Co: Westview Press, 1998. pp. 45-51.
General Bibliography

On the debate between anthropologists, sociologists and philosophers, prior to the flowering of the postmodernist turn, of relativism, and of notions of incommensurability and of voice: 

· Hollis, M. The Cunning of Reason, Cambridge, 1987.

· Hollis M. and S. Lukes (eds.), Rationality and Relativism. London, 1982.

· Horton R. and R. Finnegan (eds.), Modes of Thought. Essays on Thinking in Western and Non-Western Societies. London, 1973.

· Jarvie, I. C. Rationality and Relativism. In Search of a Philosophy and History of Anthropology. London, 1984.

· Wilson B. R. (ed.), Rationality. London, 1970.

For interesting discussions of classical antecedents to many of the questions posed and issues raised:

· Dodds, E. R. The Greeks and the Irrational. Berkeley/Los Angeles, 1951.

· Penelhum, T. 'Skepticism and fideism,' in The Skeptical Tradition, ed. M. Burnyeat. Berkeley/Los Angeles, 1983. pp. 287-318.
· ‘Social Epistemology,’ in Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/epistemology-social/
· Tambiah, S. Magic, Science, Religion and the Scope of Rationality. Cambridge, 1990.

Continuities into and antecedents to the postmodernist turn and its correlates:

· Agassi J. and C. I. Jarvie (eds.). Rationality: The Critical View, Dordrecht etc., 1987.

· Margolis, J., M. Kraus and R. M. Burian (eds.). Rationality, Relativism and the Human Sciences. Dordrecht etc., 1986.

Critical Commentary post-factum and significant contributions:

· Detienne, M. and P. Vernant, Cunning Intelligence in Greek Culture and Society. Chicago, 1991.

· Gellner, E. Postmodernism, Reason and Religion. London, 1992.

· Godelier, M. Rationality and Irrationality in Economics. London, 1972, 2014.

· Gross P. and N. Levitt, Higher Superstition: The Academic Left and its Quarrels with Science. Baltimore, 1994.

· Lloyd, G. E. R. Demystifying Mentalities. Oxford, 1990.

· Lloyd, G. E. R. Cognitive Variations. Cambridge, 2007.

· Shapiro, I. The Flight from Reality in the Human Sciences. Princeton, 2005. 

· Vernant, P. Religions, histoires, raisons. Paris, 1979.

David Hume

· De Cruz, Helen. “The relevance of Hume's Natural history of religion for cognitive science of religion”, in Res Philosophica, 92 (2015), 653 - 674.
· Malherbe, M. ‘Hume’s Natural History of Religion,’ in Hume Studies, 21 (1995), 255-274.

· Russell, Paul. The Riddle of Hume's Treatise: Skepticism, Naturalism, and Irreligion, Oxford 2008. 
Philosophy and cognitive science 

· Boyer, Pascal and Pierre Liénard. ‘Why ritualized behavior? Precaution systems and action parsing in developmental, pathological and cultural rituals,’ in Behavioral and Brain Sciences, 29 (2006), pp. 595-650.

· De Cruz,  Helen and J. De Smedt. A Natural History of Natural Theology. The Cognitive Science of Theology and Philosophy of Religion. MIT Press, 2015.

· De Cruz,  Helen and J. De Smedt. ‘The relevance of Hume's Natural history of religion for cognitive science of religion,’ in Res Philosophica, 92 (2015), 653 - 674.
· Kelemen, Barbara. ‘Are children intuitive theists? Reasoning about purpose and design in nature,’ in Psychological Science, 15 (2004), 295-301.

· Pyysiäinen, Ilkka. ‘Theism reconsidered: Belief in God and the existence of God,’ in Zygon, 50 (2015), 138-150.

Cognitive studies of religion

· Atran, Scott and Joseph Henrich, ‘The evolution of religion: How cognitive by-products, adaptive learning heuristics, ritual displays and group competition generate deep commitments to prosocial religions,’ in Biological Theory, 5 (2010), 18-30. 

· Baumard N, Hyafil A, Morris I, Boyer P (2014) ‘Increased affluence explains the emergence of ascetic wisdoms and moralizing religions,’ in Current Biology 25 (2014), 1-6. 

· Boyer, Pascal, “What makes anthropomorphism Natural: Intuitive Ontology and Cultural Representations”, in Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute, 2/1 (1996), pp. 83-98.

· Boyer, Pascal.  “Religious thought and behavior as by-products of brain function”, in Trends in Cognitive Science, 7(2003), 119-124.

· Boyer, Pascal and Pierre Liénard, ‘Why ritualized behavior? Precaution systems and action parsing in developmental, pathological and cultural rituals,’ in Behavioral and Brain Sciences, 29 (2006), pp. 595-650.

· Pyysiäinen, llkka. ‘Cognitive science of religion: state-of-the-art,’ in Journal of the Cognitive Study of Religion, 1 (2012), 5-28.

· Whitehouse, Harvey, ‘Implicit and explicit knowledge in the domain of ritual,’ Current Approaches in the Cognitive Study of Religion, ed. Veikko Antonnen and Ilka Pyysiainen, London and New York, Continuum, Books, 2002, pp. 133-152. 
· Whitehouse, Harvey, ‘Modes of religiosity: towards a cognitive explanation of the sociopolitical dynamics of religion,’ in Method and Theory in the Study of Religion, 14 (2002), pp. 293-315.
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